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The most capped British

event horse of all time,

the renowned pathfinder

so often provided the
start the team needed,

Pippa Roome charts his

brilliant career

Tis a marker of the consistent
brilliance of Over To You that rider

Jeanette Brakewell struggles to isolate
‘his best cross-country performance.
“I cam home many times thinking

that was his best round ever,” she says, her
mind jumping to the chestnut gelding’s

individual silver at the 2002 World Equestrian
Games (WEG) in Jerez de la Frontera, “Jerez
would be the most memorable because of his

awn medal, but he did have some amazing
rounds at Badminton,

“I watched one a few weeks ago that
someone had highlighted on Facebook. You

forget how easily he galloped and accelerated,
he covered the ground effortlessly. If you were

down on your minute markers and you had

some galloping stretches, you knew you could

make the time up”
Owver To You's cross-country prowess as

Team GB's reassuring, reliable pathfinder will
Tive long in the memaory - few will forget him
tackling courses all ever the world, nippy and
light on his feet, chestnut coat gleaming, his

head with its little star held high, Jeanette

perfectly in syne in the familiar red, white and

blue colours.

VERTO YOU (Jack) isa

thoroughbred by Over The River, out
of the Gala Performance mare Another

Miller, who is a granddaughter of Native

controversial”

I FIRST met Jeanette when she was
coming up to old three-star [now
four-star],” says dressage trainer John
Bowen. “Conformationally, Over To You
was an interesting horse — he's built very
up in front and hollow in the back - but
e was very athletic in everything he did.

“Jeanette had a lot of feel and
understood what | was trying to get
her to do with the horse. | remembaer
commenting to someone that | had just
worked with the next phenomenon in the
equestrian world.

wmmlmwmm
coaches to work a horse outside
mandﬂnuumbmposmonnomm
herse into to access its whole body.

“We did something controversial
in that we trained Jack very deep and
round to get his neck in the right place to
release and build his back and get him to
engage his core, He naturally wanted to
be very light on his front feet - that's why
he stayed sound 50 long. his front feet
barely touched the floor — and not use
the rest of his body. We made him really
round and supple and only ket him go into
the frame the dressage judges wanted to
sea when he went down the centreline.

“People don't understand the horse
sheuld take the contact from behind
the saddle not the mouth. Until you can
access the back muscles, you never get
a horse working into the contact. We
worked on getting him to connect back to
front, to try to get him to pull a litte bit.

“Jack is the only horse I've ever worked
withwho went back to his original way of
geing and shape if you gave him a couple
of weeks off and you had to start all over
again after every holiday.

“But when you have the results we
got with him, you can't be frustrated. We
hmlhstartofﬂ'lemamm
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malsses tovg heart beaks inevery five, rather
gmmcwlnﬂﬂ}-fw:ufmthu'smim
in

lr&h?mﬂhknwﬁ:mﬁn’:ku«
working ook om thet
w'bnulmgnn{% hima well-behaved
and cuious.

Atthe end of Jack’s fourth year, Tom's
daughter Fiona brought him fora besson
with renowned trainer Chris MeGrann, at
whise yard Jeanette was based. The beson
dida’t go to plan = Jack reared up and

Ms:mmhfmrgwuom
ackwards = but it resalted i

“He gave us a good vibe”

“OVER TOYOU was unbelievabie = you could

jamping. and Jearsetie was beiliant. He was

eventing partnerships of all time whea Chris
ook l?fmcoﬂ the I:m and Jeanctte bocame
This rider.
The pair started competing when Jack was
ﬁw and a year later, Richard Holdsworth -
i

B had liveries with

bmd:k him for Jeanetie toride.

“He m{aﬁ;@s like
a leapot, but he was
easy lo steer”

OMOVER TOYOU'S HIGH HEAD CARRIAGE

“Whien be was a young borse he dide't
give you a brilliamt focl - it was acase of, "]
wish you'd put a bit of effort in)” remembers
Jeanette. “He was like that all the way antil
e reached advanced. He wasy' :allam'nm

mot want a better number one.” recalls. £
b behad s Wortd
right. with Jeanette). “Heand Jeanettewere  Championthips in 2002,
the most incredible W were "1 kngw Jeanette will be eternally grateful
solucky te have them during that special 1 the horse, Talk about legends and camning
time n the sport and to have that run of hilg place in history”
form with the British
Vg realised during those years haw
et that first scone on the
board
wmwﬂnmmmrtm

arespeclablo oo,
perhaps five marks off the leader. and he was.
e st brilliant cross-country horse. He

exteling

Ilvunlmridulﬁcu'ltlu et him tothe end of
bt contact because he was light in the mouth
an] didn't grab the bit at all. But he was casy o
‘stoer and always looking for the fenoes.
“His walk aid canter mwrrgw-d. bat
o was a litabe like a gewing machine in teot. It
25 b bocame stronger over time.
“He did Braniham as an eight-vear-odd and
1 ﬂdl then lIn\. Iw woubd Mnu:rlnp all the

Jjumper, he didn't havea big b
aIv-ap; Imt am-u-d ﬂwx'h kdmnqut_

igh s

already in evidenoe.
Jeancive gxys: "He was always Bke 2 teapot!
e it concemn me. | was as naiveas he was,
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way bec

FTER finishing 16th at their first

Badminton, Jeanette and Jack were

chosen for ek first championship,
the 1995 WEG a1 Pratoni, wheee they gained

£l : Endiduate B sih

Mmmwmmﬂ
with gibvér
lphmﬂuﬁwmmtwm

before that,
smunmamww

with one refusal seross country.

I 1599, the pair returned 1o BEadminton,
fior avery wet cross=country day. Watching
the carly riders on the monitors, Janettes
trainer John Bowen realised the Himes the pair
had walked were no longer rideable. When
she canse into the 10-minute box, he sat her
doam and drew on the fence drawings in the

P show her where she shoubd go.

“It rained 2 hell of a lot and [ hade't walked
thee feners well enough on the bomg routes,”
admits Jeanette. °1 learnt that year towalk
every singhe route just in case”

Ninth place - the first of five top-10
placings the pair would goon to rck up at
Hadmm:m Nm::ln:_m selection for o

hnmmmldmmm

puoedﬂ mm..p- wmlwmmmwmmmmnmwm

“Wie were under presiure 1o get a team
ification for the e b

Jeanette,"Td had a. mam at B on
Moﬁwdmmemhmm m’g‘n'?m
ithe tk[d'«anip-e.dccﬁdd o put me first, I'm
pleased he did,

“The last pm:on 1 saw at the start of phase
Awas [ch.ro!wkﬂors] | Mandy Stibbe and

you can do it with a bovely big smile”

“The Britich tean took gold - the first
of foar Bump-nn team golds in a row for

= pair’s place as pathfinder

h«amemnu’thh]wml for suceess, The
oy time Jeanetie was adked to take alater slot
was the 2003 Punchestown Europeans, when
mq-fcﬂzllhrwtrmr lhtmd of the course,

P—— saying, 'Tknow

Froundless,
eu b the British team to the first
of two consecutive Olympic silvers

oaly

“Hé’s grumpy
but lovable”

“TVE had horses with Jeanette since 2000
and | abwarys folioweed Crver To Youl™ says
peart-carser Mark Johmesn,
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°1 dide’s like being askesd o go later - it
put meon edge from the second 1 was told,”
says Jeanette,

In another departare from routine
that went wrong, the only time Jack fell st
Badminton, in 2002, was the year Jeanette
forgot to:ask for their normal place in the
Poncuﬂlsmﬁr?am 0 Uy wege n the
Clock Tower ya

Jacks champeonship mrd inchedes two

ﬁ eaim slvers at Olympies.

“The flight was the main worry before

Sydney « we thought the horses might get

event horse = | fust loved him,
“After the Europeans in 2005, the

‘ownars gifted Jack to Jeanette. She
‘coubdn't afford 1o run him, so asked if
I'd come on boand. But he didn’t need
angy running = b won gver £30.000 that
year; he kept my other two horses with
Jeanetie:

"As 8 charscter, Jack's grumpy bt
lowable. ¥ou go in the stable and be has
iz ears back, but get a Polo cut and he's
your best friend. Hiewad 8 bricky, stressy
horse who didnt eat well at qvents - he

travel sickness, flying for that bong.
mdluvms their beads up,” recalls Jeanctie,
“Thew rwasn't as hot and homid as
§ wewere Eeting. Jack made the eross-
country feel casy. There was a long pall a2 the

end which we thought might be quite tiring,
et hee stormed round well inside the tme.
'Hckcpqhuwmmmup:nlhchnda,

watened, it was really firm underfoot.”

Among the bogey fenees was & litile bog o
the topof a steep shope into the water,

“We'd never seen anything like that,” says
Jeansette, "1 theught, Please don't overjump
that or Il end up round your ears” | had my
hnmmhlswmn front of the withers
i pish mysele | and 1 just aimed and kept
kicking. | was relieved to get it over and dose
with, but I never thotght there would be so
mu?h carnage behind m,' 5

i wet into the showjumping in
sinth mdmh)d ome fence dowmn.

1 e d&i h

b

Kenneth Clawson and every tinv a hosse came.

ot he'd say I'd moved up a position. When it
£04 1o, Vou've pot a bronee) he was in tears,
|hcn::wxssdm

“I thought, Please do_n.’_t.a;mrjump that
or I'll end up round your ears™

TTE O THE BOGEY FENCE AT WEG 2002 = ATWHICH THEY TOOK INDIVIDUAL SILVER

Itu;asunui«pcﬁ(mud while

have a.good ran for the teans,

1 nr\tr‘hwxhlvﬂlw an individual medal?”
Jeansette b

of thy ftbon aned then it sudd
o end 2t i o T8 winter now! On that last
day, he looked like a woolly nsonster”
Janck's day of days came at the 2002 WEG in

38 Norwmber 3020 Ionsa & Mowss | 83

g Spaint, when Lough jum ping phases played to
E

“Higd didert foel

Jack's timing was perfoct = he was sound
mlhcmwcmml‘nuhd Tt the neat day
groomm David *Davina™ hmn:} called Jeanette

tosay hewas homl\;
*1 cam only think it was becawse of running

hul e ot his best seore,” recalls Jeaneite.
“Thee eross-country was very demanding and
& although the grass looked green from being

£ | HonsE e Hiowsm 26 Nevessber 2020

on the hard Bty says Jeametie,
“Andy Bathe a2 Rossdales found a tiny bone
spur undernath his coronet band, We box
rested him and he was fine”

Hemay not have had a flamboyant
#tyle a8 a youngster, but Over To You was
supremely efficlent as team pathfinder

ACK made his final team appearance
wehen he was 17 at the 2005 Blenheim

He retired from theee-day events the
following year and from competition eatirely
in 2008, Jack is still at Seanettc’s yard now,

32, and e ks no bomger ridden,
ﬂsﬂllnlq)pcd exercised on the
horsewalker and lange,

“He still acts ke an idior” says

Jeanctte, "Ho’s not nasty, but he's abways
een grumpy - be lkoes his own space, 1
liken him to Victor Mebdrew. He definitely
knows he's spocial.”

Jeanette summarises the pairs years
together: “He wasn't always casy = we
had mmwkhudmm:agmdmlw:o!
Thim = bat he was such a tough, sound horse.

Elnludlhempeamlhundmmhingtﬁ
We had a really good partnership - [ tnast
i, he trusted me.
“Jack put me on the map, for which Im
m eful. I've ridden alot of oaher horses
ve-star, but mone were as consistent and
nmdu'l Bwish 1 had throe or four more

although he

deserved seleetion for the D006 WEG after
fourth at Badminton that spring.

“But it wasn't moant to be and you can’t
whinge about it,” she sy,

Enstead, the pakr went to their only
Barghbey and Jack showed his versatility on
any terrain by findshing seventh.

like Jack” HEH
& What's your fevourite Over To You
memory? Write to I H at hhlefters@
Suturenet.com

Monsanta, John Whitaker's treble
Hickstead Derby winner

IN NUMBERS

8
championship
appearances

2 OLYMPIC
TEAM SILVERS

4 European
team go!ds

e | 16 seasons

e | eventing

I Y

1 INDIVIDUAL
MEDAL -
WORLD SILVER

7top-16 finishes at
Badnunton

%mumlbp:wd 5 A

p-mmhp Y trusted hint, he
me! Togather, Jeanetto
fou etched thais

mh&rmml of eventing




