My hands were a bit up in the air — my dad
wouldn't have been very proud of me!

% Richard Hughes onriding Talent tovictory inthe Oaks see page 30
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Happy blrthdy

OverToYou

OVERTOYOU, the world's
most capped event horse,
turned 25 yesterday (5 June),
writes Ellie Hughes.

But despite his advancing
years,"Jack’is showing few
signs of slowing down,
according to his connections.

“He's still ridden most days,”

Jeanette Brakewell told H&H.
“He'sallowed to jump with my
yard manager, Tara Adams,
which he loves. He's not quite
as springy as he used to be, but
that doesn’t bother him."

The 16hh racing reject was
gifted to Jeanette by his owner,
Mark Johnson, at the time of
his retirement. He helped Team
GBRto seventeam medals
and amassed more than 2 170
British Eventing (BE) points.
during his 16-year career. This
puts him third inthe all-time BE
rankings behind Lenamore
(Caroline Powell) and Spring
Along (Daisy Berkeley).

Jack contested his final
event at Tattersalls in 2008,

“He's played an active rolein
yard life since;"said Jeanette.
“His mostimportantjobis
acting as nanny to the younger
horses. He's as solid asarock
—evenaJCB wouldn't shift
him — the youngsters just
bounce off him."

Jackisstill fed onthe same
dietof Horse & Pony cubes that
sustained himin his career.

“He has noextra
supplements — he’s quite

remarkable’said Jeanette.

Whenthereis spaceinthe
lorry, Jack still attends events
tobe ridden around.

“He went to Lincolnshire
earlier in the year just for the
funof it."said Jeanette.
“Unfortunately, the weather
was so bad that | couldn't get
him out until the end of the day.
But hedidn’t seem to mind.*

Mary King, whowas a
member of British tearns with
Jeanette and Jack on four
occasions, said: “Jack could
always be relied on to fulfilhis
key role as pathfinder.

“Itisatestament to his
toughness and Jeanette's
management of him thathe is
stillgoing strong at the ripe old
ageof 25
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