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Lastyear, shefellofftwice at the same fence. This year, Pippa Funnellleads from the
starttowin herthird Badminton as the defending champion snaps at her heels. Butsome

Hais already 3 dual four-star winner and has.
Bad“Fistat Bagminon” stamped al cer
Roger se

jant first-ti Iso make theil reen
valiant first f.'misu also make their mark, reports Hate Gree

Lincoln clapped eyes on him 2s a foal
Meanwhile, pushing ti

todecide ngel
g itwasathilling,yet | Pittand Finn and Mary Guinness's
1the 2005 Mitsubishi - ; Tamarillo, a coiled, athletic spring, bursting

‘Horse Trials, i withintelligerice and health despite the »

e i . =
Fox-Pitt and Tamarilk ¥ it cond clear show jumping

£ untimelyinjury atthe Olympics (a bone chipped “The vicors at the Cott Pond.
offa hock) that warranted an operation.

“Pippaand| inthe
canteen this moming,” revealed William, “and

itonly this were a
instead of the palr of us wanting to beat the hell
outof each other”

The final line-up could not have been more
blue-chip. Andrew Hoy, who has been trying for
atop Badminton placing since 1979, came third
(on Tom Attwood and Richard Constant's Master

Boys, was overwhelmed atsiotting into such an

round of the day,
u.u-slr-ous line-up.

Tote Sport whose name topped the cross-country Monarch
leaderboard for several surreal hours.
“Iam in the lead? Its incredible,” he said.
Yoshi’s outstanding debut was an unexpected
'|H:phrJapanEsecarwmpanyM\tsubism loyal
ince 1992, and provided a
1auysl0ryspec1alumtwkw!ncltheart:
veekend provided the requisite shot inthe.
-arm for last. ir's st 4 inst
the elements and the subsequent conlroversies.
and tragedies of Athens and Burghley. Foronce it

, butin reality | thought it

vmuldbcalnriulnf ishinthe top 20, she said.

“My  nice clear cross-country, and
ridersis

agree out loud with Karen Dixon's assessment
that the cross-country lacked bite (H&H,

April 28), but it must have been immensely
salis! ly for its designer, Hugh Thomas, that
they remained respectful in hindsight.

Andrew Nicholson, an exemplary pathfinder
on Fenicio, commiented on his return: “It's notas
easy as some people think — | had towork. The
first horses out are usually world-ciass and one

sotobeup

&You always dream, but I thought
itwould be athrill tofinishinthe

Monarch) and sixth (on Jeremy and Anona 57 % was blessed with great weather. would hope that they would meke it ook good,
Young's Mr Pracatan), both horses finishing on tﬂp il th|3|sg0b-smackmg! i ®it'sbeena happyfewdays, and we needed bu.“.ﬁcﬁffnmk ir;egoingmbeeasy a(al‘.g'
their dressage scores. Andrew Nicholson finished : 3 ¢ that,” said Polly Stockton, ninth with a brilliant Fiveof the first 10 horses faulted and this set
= e Robinand Kitty Boggis cross-country round on her family's Tangle Man. W,awp-ammwumymwmchsuswm
Z NickySalmon’s Lord Killinghurst, beating Loma TR '"ﬂeeﬂgwﬁlwhﬁpm until the very end.
Clar Badh seventhat her first attempl But 0
§ Clarke's record for Badminlon completions ut ¥ '\l“aggﬁﬂﬂmngldw or,” said Hugh. “1
3 —with his 23rd —in the process. Jeanette O‘fmolc C"Bmomlwll‘law ME'M an

think it was one of the best days we've had in the.
sport. When the leading riders walked the course,
:hcywerpsnrpnsm how difficult it was, having
read the previews.

No one was surprised, however, atthe
dressage leader. Pippa took command on 40.9.
with a 5.2pen lead over William.

»

Brakewell, having her sixth ar
rideon Richard Holdsworth's remarkable
£ 17-year-old Over To You, was fifth, also on her
5 dressage score, bar one show jumping lime-fault.
First-timer Kitty Boggis, 22, seventh on Val
Ryan and the Tolleys” 13-year-old ex-hurdler Five

g.It's hard to geta toe cnthe ladder,
am | t\npnl'hs might get me considered as an
the European Championshigs.
Starof the show, h d recipient
of the loudest cheers — was the 27-year-old
Japanese rider Yoshiaki Oiwa, a 200-1 shotwith

of the sport’
hebittheduston bolhhs horses. Tma(:oor.
thoracic.
vy King saw ber potential top
placing evaporate through an error four from home.
Naturally, no competitor was rash enough to

8.
- Hisgirifriend, Julie Tew

muel,

Pride 100ks anything but

winning his third four-star o

s i Tamarillo hovered on the verge of eruption
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£ wrestiers than William's wite,
‘Alice, o anchor him on the way
into the arena from tha ground.
“Ithought I was staringa
[markof] 70inthe
face, " said William.
“He could hardly
contain himself which
isdisappointing
because he cando
10 marks better than
that. But horses aren't
machines.”
Even Primmore’s
Pride’s concentration
lapsadin the blustery
conditions and, having
eameda 10from
§ ground jury president
Martin Plewa for his first
B nedium trot, he made a
B rare mistake in his best
pace by breakingin the extended.
bei ngbraveandl 'm furious.
wlllm'm said Pippa. “lwas
for the big marks and took
ButI'msopleased with his
when he halted, he
was prepared tostay still until | asked
him to move. He's only 12 and | think
other gearin him.”
standard of dressage was
not earth-shattering, and this was
red in the marking. Martin

&1 was going forthe big

marksand tookthe risk®
Pippa Funnell

after a small dressage fluff

e yi
'sﬂlrsumgthmgneu There are:

nfﬂfscwmr-goﬂaﬂd the ris
1

[ POLLY Jackson had an
{eventiul cross-country day. She
+ |agreed o go across country.

1 Sith a TV camera strapped to
therhelmet, an offer she wasto
1 irggret wihen the belt holding the:
nsmitter around her waist

| ‘came loose. The distraction
Sasn'ttobiame for Limestona

I Risetriping out of the Lake

| Bbelow), incurring 20pen, but
Polly’s desperate efforts to
“seciire the flapping equipment

Clayton Fredericks and WP In Limbo at the “Little” Badminton Drop. Several riders hopped off the left

&Am|inthe lead? That's
incredible. 'm so happy?

Croatia’s Pepo Puch and Banville D'lvey

K year, an upright gate, stillstood at Huntsman's
Close (25), though ust at the exit. However, itwas
herbestiriend, Tina Cook, who fell foul o it

Tina had been going well but seemed to have

Iwr!eelanosteagennwanam lance, o:ygen
herface. But shew

Badminton by moming.
Mary King had a jobt hold Call Again Cavalier,

Gty Boggis and th & Fourth

Plewa (GER) is an FEl dressape
judge, too, and he and colleagues.
Christian Landolt (SUI) and Annabel

£ Fourteen of them were within the optimum time

\made for an uncomfortable rides
Then Two For Joy, at 15.2hh
[ the smallest horse and only
[skowbald, ren along the topof the
P Little Badminton Drop. Despite
s protest, the 20pen stood,
ropping her from a likely fourth
iplace after cross-country o 30th:

Scrimgeou

Williarm

inputoftra

scoring less than 50, an unusual
Badminton result nawadays.

on Ballincocla (48.7), with 2 much-
improved performance thanks tothe:

the horse was withdrawn on the

r(GB) had only six horses

Fox-Pitt led the first day

iner Lizzie Murray. Sadly,

Cross-country leaders for so long: Japan's Yoshiaki Oiwa and Voyou Du Roc

Redreshing new faces included
| first-timers Francis Whittington (third
0n46.7), whowas benefiting from a

Sammi McLeod's under-par display
on Enchanted (68.2), who stuck his

ead inthe airat thefirst halt, and

of 12min 2sec, including first-timers Oliver
Townend and US Olympic reserve Will Faudree.
Will's compatriot Heidi White, a pupil of Phillip
Dutton whose only previous Badminton visit was
2sa groom to Bruce Davidson, accrued just 2pen
and finished eventual 10th after an impressive:
performance on the eye-catching Northern Spy.
“You hope and dream of coming here and when

‘d gotaway with chasa next day due toafibrilating L , Sl
F " . I | inal fine-tuni Bottina Hoy - it's head up di 9 you do it's overwhelming. I've done other four-

el o o, dtom o e sl Stars, butthis was another ball game. I've niever
prognosisgeod. | Yoshi(equal seventh on 50.2) - and Pippa commented: *It always seen anything like the Vicarage Vee,” she said.

Milla Healey (sixth on 49.3), i takes a couple of goes lofine-tune. This dreaded obstacle (no 13) proved unlucky

| Milla’s ride Zarzoo was singled
out by commentator Carf Hester
as having “it" — "he’s got the

i anewtestand Ithinkwe'll seea
£ much higher standard nextyear.”

Carl Hester declared the new four-

for Leslie Law. He lay fourth after dressage on
his second ride, Shear L'Eau, forwhomitwasa

amisunderstanding with Captain Christy in
front of the gate; he screwed overitand she hit
the ground horribly hard. There was a pause
whileTina,

wisiblyin pain, managed tolurch to

Japan'sfirst compettorat Badminton

who looked magy

Yoshiaki Qiwa

nificent butstrong, and he

suddenlyset his jaw and ran outal the angied
Outlander Tree Trunks (26, 27).
Mary blamed herself: "He'd been very strong

|
, thy e - :
[ Boeche  gqneieadingi s &1flhad to putjustoneride of my
R Elealing iderSWere: yeniion lifeontovideo, itwould be this
comeon. 5 6 h d'ﬁ' Et —it's flowingand f)
| "Thi;g:hdase SUrprised NOWGITICUIT  interestingand OFIEEDH Master Monarch] ¥
was judged very : usesthearena.
mucncnapure  (NECOUTSEWaS, Naving  Fiereaisea
Y Andrew Hoy
wncnGun . readthepreviewsd S ey
‘Wwhichis!
- themarkmg)\(ms e\.:na(‘::rs"ng first Badminton; they tooka fiyer here, but failed
i fower” explained Hugh Thomas dressagethat tomakethe distance. The horse crumpled with
g Carl. "And the whatis needed is his back legs in the ditch, scrambled up shakily
i judging was y collection, sothe Happilyascan
excellent, very cohesive. Annabel i constant usa of circles, like before the ¥ lastingdamage.
; it marked consistently low and half-pass, sets you up nicely. So do Thus poor Leslie accounted for two of theday's
Christian consistently high, butthat | theflying changes on the serpentine, six horse falis, Shear H20, third on the course in
H doesn't matter| stuck the moming, was almast home when he pitched on
5 Putting their Athens fall to the same principle throughout.” horses to take off. This test really landmgsteeoymiheﬂ\.armﬂdh'lma-'mm
g b:h\‘l:‘rf tth:m Andrew Hoy. Andrew Nicholson's performance  ; works for eventing.” .g Pippa Funnell, wh lS!Ie's
W 5 on an unusually tense Lord i Sixty-eight horses started across disaster after Repeating theit
& S racain e Killinghurst (52), whochuckedhis | cauntry, producing 44 clear rounds. %) e Nesteaoriast D P year, Daisy. -ckannSpnngAlongbaundluw
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ly the big Tangle Man. They

Backlammersuﬁuingmvehdiuck. P

in the right hand but soft in the left. | was worried
he'd drift [right] at this fence, so | tugged and he
misunderstood. He was a bitunruly, but he'sa
fantastic jumper and I'm sure we'll have great
times together.”

Lakeside spectators had a quiet day, though
Bumble Thomas sutfered a nasty crash when
Nabatean Treat tripped and landed head firston

the bankout and Irish first-timer Trevor Smith
was eliminated for missing the final element.
A paucity of soakings was more than
for by Nick Gauntlett’s
spectacular splosh intothe Colt Pond (14). A
hard-pulling Arthur's Word bounced in 50 quickly
that he half put down before the roll-top into

£ water and flipped over it. Fortunately, ithappened :

at 12t Nick, Ux

. submerged, was thrown clear.

Faults were evenly spread; Patricia Price and
1 Nicola Tweddle had falls at the Little Badminton
Drop (3) and the latter's horse Skiver lived upto
his name by merrily absconding.

Hugh was mildly astonished that his ingenious
new Totepool Triple (11), with its exacting narmow

i
i
i
¢
1
i
%
i
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round

exit the Lake, 18-year-old Eleanor Brennan on Bailey Zwei

butthree rails down win
Kingand the two French dropped themto 11th. e b=l ReE e
riders jumped notable clears in the moming Yoshi's verdict? “Un, still happy buta bitsad.” oldin heryard, his progress has been inexorable.
3 sessxon whileclear rounds inthe aftemoon hada | Jeanette Brakewell, Andrew Hoy tonboth The best laid plans sorarely come of, Yet
T c ic| FM Qrsc[rne S harses) and Andrew Nicholson all jumped clear, somehowth sppen. HEH R ‘o] \ T Lo s
ina and Captain Christy before her late fall fayton Fredericks (up seven plac aura i andthe pressureon the topduo must have = = < . =
A et orecandhotind SOk Kitty Boggis, seventh and best rider under 25 thsapmltybo{‘ﬁm!lll\wmsesa!lh:m up  Bestseats in the house and glued to the action
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around the track as if it were a hunter trial.,

“He was very fast and gave me a brilliant ride.
With the ground drying, he found it almost tooeasy £
and] was pulling him upfrom Huntsman's Close,
We had an awful momentin Y his.

: Fortune (up11) and Swedish first-timer Magnus
 Gallerdal (up nine to 1 3th) were significant

for Polly

Hi dow!
| onefor Daisy Dick, who looked fabulous across

undeiwmapma\ad
buthecame uj
2eroplane a-‘df.a\ed
iy bacon. Heisan
amazinghorse.”
Fifty-one horses w
lo show jump,
with the main casualty

Avril Johnston, Mary

f thec ¥

My brain goes numb on these
occasions. I thought nothing
could be worse thanthe Grand
Slam, buttodaycame close?
PipEFunneli

Jong, swapped them
around and Kitty
is's beautiful round
pulled herup seven
laces to seventh.
“Very bad,” was
Yoshi's assessment
of his show jumping
rospects, and Erik
Duvander warned that
the old horse hasa
tendency tostop. He
showed nosigns of if,

A wvehorseandhound co.uk
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WPEFO Puch, the first Croa mnmmmpue

at Badminton, was overcome with emotion.

“Itwasamazing! My horsa was so
fantastic: he carried me over the fences.

I couldn’t believe the course, it's so
impressive. | must go and thank my trainer.
Chris Bartle — he has been so positive. I'm
soexcited,” he said.

Pepo, 39, whose yard in Austria is at
1,000m — “great for skiing in winter
and hillworkin summer” — brought his.
tophorse, the 16-year-old Selle Francais
Banville D'lvoy, over to Nick Tumer’s
Bedfordshire yard this season.

“Heis asraatschoc\mastuand -ucalom
first Badminton,” said Pepo,
jprotection company. 'nwmmcul\ythﬂrs!
timerhere is that, unlike all the top riders,
who from experience how the Sunken
Road orthe Vicarage Vee will ride, you have
noidea what to expect.”

‘He did, though, have some insightinto
the greatevent. His girlfriend Michelle.
Sehwarzenbach is the granddaughterof
Hans Schwarzenbach, irst at Badminton in:

| MSARAH Cutteridge and the Preci-Spark
Stud again took the best mare's award,
@£500 stud voucher, this time with The
Wexford Lady’s stablemate, Exbium, 15th

dlearinsidethe time, and!

Johnston) and Iris W, with Belgian first-timer

Geolfroy de Jamblinne, also completed.
Miss Da Meena was withdrawn unsound

on Phase C; Ginger May Killinghurst

%

(above) was clear but sutfered a bruised
foot— cwiner-breeder John Studd plans
tobreed 2 foal by embryo transfer by the
Swedish jumping stallion Favoritas.

Two For Joy.

, jumped with such
easa (not a singke fault), and, clearly, riders are
leamning to negotiate the Hunt Kennels (two
‘comers at 16), though four did fault here.

Matt Ryan ran past the final element of the
Sunken Road and J-P Sheffield suffered an
eliminating horse fall when the 1 7hh Exclusive
Impwas too onward bound in the bottom of the
road and chested the bank out

Both the Andrews — Nicholson and Hoy'

— had superb rounds on their secend horses, but
they still couldn't catch Yoshi.

“I'm s0 happy. | enjoyed it so much,” he bearmed,

Softly gotinside the time despite a run-outin
Huntsman's Close but finished lame.

#Call Again Cavalierwas a bit
unruly but he's a fantastic jumper
I'msurewe'll have great times?
MaryKinE

His ride, Voyou Du Roc, wha at 18 was retired.
aQ‘M Badm inton, proved an ideal schoolmaster.
o

B THOSE whocould not makeitto
Badminton this year but had access todigital
TV were spoiled on Saturday, when the BEC
stowed every cross-country round. Aswell as
givingloyal fans —who have been denieda
chance tosee the cross-country actionon TV
for several years — a treat, it was a triumph
of stamina for regular commentators Mike
Tucker and Loma Clarke, who had totalk.

Prtures by Treva Mo, Pl Minga 3n Oavid Mibes

“The way Yoshi rode was a credit,” said
Andrew Hoy, o provd ratherthan. 22
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fourfrom home.

reached boiling point. In an amazing finish, they
both pulled off top-class clears.

“I knew that Pippa was the one to beat,” said
William, “Tamarillo's played the fool all week and
11 onl, he hadn't beenf.ocneekym medmssage

horse Mynuemmngleenngusthat I m;nstsoglad
tohave him back after he was injured.

For Pippa, whoalsohad lo face up to the
emotional prospect of retiring Supreme Rock in
the arena, the pressure must have been huge.

“My brain goes numb on these occasions. |
thought nothing could be worse than the Grand
Slam, but today came close. Everyone mcms

s Pride is a fabul
feel stupid if you hit something.”

But nothing was going tostop Primmore's
Pride from fulfilling his destiny. He was bred to

REPORTSMITSUBISHIMOTORS BADMINTON HORSE TRIALS

Amgrica’s He

i Whiteand

Spy puta fabulousleap inove
Shogun Sport Oxer. Tn:mww 12th

Finmy
§ one. It's going right up there in the
& memory bank along with my round
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i Attwood, who, ol
i borninthe same tiny Kent village,

identally, was Heidi White

Eventing Badminton

iam.
$She admitted 'We ve still got

A vvwhorseandhound co.uk
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through 72 rounds. two Olympics for i i 1] S % = o £ brake and steeringissues and I didn't. ; thebestride I'veeverhad,inmyhead |
i 5o v kol o e « ;‘pmﬁ:awmwkha Ll [Oymaic &Youd £ ST e Gl | thinkl'dstilbeinthelead, butl'm | insicadof thepulingrideat Athens.”
than ahr, helped by guest commentators that Yoshi, whotook on the ride twoyears ago,  anything's possible” The 14.year-old Master Monarch oudreamorcoming Bt o adwithamage, | chuffedtobits that there was no “Pippa’s horss behavesin the
R Creen, Sarah Cullerios T he besttune outof i He rods beautiully Andrewsingledouthisround | has completed five four-stars and hereandwhenyoudo, — henseolbrakesonPrinmores e et backc (Il s st acioss
itington; Will Faudree and Lucinda ing withjust 0.8pen and prompting Hugh on Master Monarch asbeing "up | never finished lower than seventh, ; SO Pride—a Waterford Fulmer and e e, Bl EID
Fredericks, horemaned coolwhen askedto Thomas torushupand congratulate him. et 1 oo sk ot e seairl & oNio B for & £7.000 pirchaes it'soverwhelmingd  Kaeooressban—camenone workwithmyhusoand | end,”sad Willam Fox Pt afte
feonvideoitwouldbethis | outofthefield,” said owner Tom inwhich

off. |justhad tokeepmyround at
Belton on him this spring, whichis

i whal

A wwihorscandhound.co.uk

Tamarilloseemed to know exactly »

the was doing and whirled



