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PLACINGS .
Oliver Townend on
Carousel Quest (GB)
Polly Stocktonon
Westwood Poser (GB)
b3 SamGriffithson ,*
\ HappyTlme-s(AUS) ’
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Oliver Townend clears the
comer at The Cascade fence on
the wayto ing Burghley on

Carousel Quest. It was Oliver's
first completion at the event
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I'm still celebrating Badminton. Thisis
justamazing and hasn't sunk in yet

Oliver Townend, 26, on winning Badmintonand Eurghley

Quest pays off
for big double

The classy but fragile Carousel Quest helps Oliver Townend complete the Badminton-
Burghley double and sets up a thrilling Kentucky in 2010, with the possibility of winning
the $350,000 Rolex Grand Slam. Report by Kate Green, pictures by Trevor Meeks

OLIVER TOWNEND delivereda
shotinthearmtothe future of
Britisheventing with a Land Rover
Burghley winon Andrew
Cawthray’s Carousel Quest that
was the stuff of champions.

Winning Badminton and
Burghley (worth £110,000in
total)inthe same year ontwo
different horses —thefirsttodo
sosince Pippa Funnellin2003 —
isasignal of an enduring new star,
and one that could keep the sport
inthe headlines.

Not only should he make the
oppositionsitup at the European
Champicnships in Fontainebleau
(23-27 September), where he
rides Flint Curtis, but the HSBC
FEIClassics, worthUS$150.000
(£91,537) tothe winner. now goes
tothe wirewith he and William
Fox-Pitt fighting it outat Pau
(21-25October). And thenthere's
the $350,000 (£213,587) Rolex
Grand Slamtobe tackled at
Kentucky in April next spring.

Never shy about his affection
for the fiscal rewards, Oliver, 26,
was, nevertheless, genuinely
moved by hiswin from the front.
Perhaps this was partly becauseit
was, remarkably, the first time he
has actually completed Burghley.

“I'mstill celebrating
Badminton,” he said, dazedly.
“Thisisjustamazing and hasn't
sunkinyet. butwhat | can sayis

Whenthere were
somanydramason
the cross-country, |
worried that itwould
beaserious testfor
the poorhorse. But
he really got stuckin

Polly Stocktononher surpriserunner-up,
10-year-oldWestwood Poser

that |hope thiswillputmeina
positiontoreally forge a future
for myself.”

Oliver startedriding the elegant
grey Carousel Quest — bredby
JoanHood out of the famous
Arabmare Vickidora — last year,
and the pair caught the eye when
eighth at Kentucky.

He quickly paid tribute to
Carousel Quest’s former jockey,
Cressie Clague Reading. She
rode the horse into fourth place at
Burghley in 2006 before she
switched to show jumping
andthe horse was temporarily off
theroad

“Sheproduced him
beautifully.” said Oliver. “lt was
Cressie who put the buttonson
him. | just press them.”

Runner-up Polly Stockton's
ride, Arthur Comyn’s handsome
Master Imp gelding Westwood

Poser, was the revelation of
the weekend

Alast-minute substitute for
Polly's planned ride, Regulus. who
had an operation for colic. the
10-year-old was switched from
the World Cupfinal — he was
placedin the Tattersalls and
Gatcombe qualifiers. But
beautifully handled by Polly. he
more thanrose tothe occasion.

“I knew he was agood horse,
but Inever imagined finishing
second,” said Polly, whochose
himwith Arthur as a four-year-old
inlreland.

“Hewas wildasayoungster
and is still sensitive— atypical
Master Imp —sowhen there were
somany dramas on the cross-
country, lworried that it wouldbe
aserious test for the poor horse.
Buthereally got stuckin.”

Sam Griffiths franked his

Badminton form (third) on Dinah
Posford and Juliet Donald's
German-bred Happy Times, by
Heraldik, with another stellar
perfermance. He finished third
and has surely earneda place on
the Australian squad in Kentucky
next year.

‘I'mthrilled.” said Sam. “To
back up the Badmintonresult
withthird hereshowsitwas no
fluke. He's only 10, and areally |
exciting horse for the future.”

Australiahad three horsesin
the top six — four, if you count
Aussie-born Phillip Dutton, who
nowrides for America. He was
fourth on Ann Jonesand Shannon
Simpson’s American
thoroughbred Truluck, a Pan-Am
team gold andindividual silver
medallistin 2007, whohas only
competed sporadically since.

Clayton Fredericks perhaps
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| don't think he's walked in a test for about eight

. months! | didn't push too hard; I tried to keep
¥ himcontained in trot and prayed in walk
Phillip Dutton, the firstday's dressage leader on Truluck

Caroline Powell and Lenamors
hold their third place after
dressage. but two show jumps
down dropped this popular
campaigner to eighth

surprised the selectors with
fifth place on Simon and

Bridget Hall's relatively
inexperienced Poilu, the highest-
placed horse by an Hunter
Improvement Society (HIS)
stallion, Fearless Action. And Paul
Tapner enjoyed his

bestever British four-star

result, sixth with a polished
performance on Jenny Waaler's
13-year-old Inonothing

Pauland Mary King —12thon
Gill Jonas's Apache Sauce and
18thontheleading mare, Kings
Temptress —were the only two
riderstogoclearacross country
ontwo horses: Paul was also 15th
onKilfinniell.

Last year's winner, William
Fox-Pitt, consolidated his sixth
placing at Kentucky witha
thoroughly pleasing performance

Nations dobattle
Argentina (1)
Ireland (1) &

USA(2,
Australia(3) il

on Catherine Witt's Seacookie. He
was seventh here — onanequal
score with Inonothing, who
prevailed with aclear show
Jumping —and has an attractively
bouncy way of going combined
with serious pop.

Caroline Powell was the best
New Zealander in eighth with
Lexi Mackinnon's sprightly grey,
Lenamore. And last year's
cross-country heroine Rosie
Thomas was fourth-best Britin
ninthon her horse of alifetime,
Barry's Best.

KaiRiider, whose friendly
nature and dashing performance
on the stallion Leprince Des Bois,
by the British-bred. French-
ridden, Yarlande Summer Song,
endeared himtothe home crowd.,
was 10th —one of Germany's
best ever Burghley results.

Burghley has traditionally been Britainv New Zealand, with A

Kai, 38, alsowonthe HSBC
Classics Training Bursary worth
$1,000 (£610) for the best first-
time four-star completion.

This was ahappy Burghley, at
whichanything seemed possible.
Large crowds belied the
recession, added atmosphere,

Tobackupthe
Badmintonresult
withthirdhere
showsitwasno
fluke.He'sareally
exciting horse

Sam Griffiths repeatshis Badminton third
placingon10-year-old Happy Times

and should perhaps give food
for thought to those analysing
equestrian audiences

inthe wake of the dressage
and show jumping Europeans
atWindsor.

The dramatically blustery
conditions during dressage,
coupled with generally fair and
even judging, resulted inaslevela
playing field as possible. It proved
aperfectpreludetoan
unexpectedly suspenseful
cross-country.

Mark Phillips’ course, the
shortestin Burghley's 49-year
history, may not have been one
forthe absolute purists and it will,
for some, reawaken the long-
format debateabout the ideal
eventhorse. Butit certainly
produced anappropriate contest
and afitting winner.
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“THE wind got right up his bum,”
exclaimed Sam Griffithsashe
exited the arena on Happy Times.
Hewasn'talone in his sentiments,
aspersistent gales made many
horses tenseand even sent afew
skywards as riders struggled to
achieve fluidity.

Astentsrattied and flags
billowed, Andrew Nicholson’s
Armadawent up vertically withall
fours off the ground and William
Fox-Pitt (Macchiato) and Mary
King (Apache Sauce) could only
shrug ruefully at their horses’
antics, which left them anchored
inthe mid tolow 50s.

However, Kai Rider and
Leprince Des Bois made it look

He'sthe sort of
horseyoualways
expecttodoagood
test, butit'sthefirst
timehe'sactually
doneitonthe
international stage

J-PSheffield fifthafterthe first
phaseon CrownFarmConsort

the first phase

like a balmy summer's day.
“Hehasasuperb
temperament,” said Kai, who
finished dressage insixth with
46.7."InMarbach, my hat even
blew off and hetook no notice.”
And first-day leader Phillip
Dutton admitted to shock.
“The testis quite hard for
Truluck, especially the changes.
Iden't think he's walkedina
test for about eight months! |
didn't pushtoohard; Itried to
keep him contained in trotand
prayedinwalk."

J-PSheffield, whose buildup
has been interrupted by an
operation for arupturedgroin,
was equally startled tobe secend,
with 46.50n Crown Farm Consort.

“He'sthe sort of horse you
alwaysexpect to doagoodtest,
but it's the first time he’s actually
doneitontheinternational
stage,” he said.

Sam Griffiths and first-timer
Kitty Boggis on Boondoggle tied in
fourth at the end of the first day on
48.3 —theywere 10thandjoined
by Belgium's Karin Donckers.on
SS Jett by the end of Friday. Sam
had been helped by maestro
Harry Boldt, flown over atthe
Australian federation’s expense
— “Hedoesn'tsay much, butyou
certainly listen,” said Sam.

Onlythree riders overtook
Phillipand J-P on day two.

Andrew Nicholsonenjoyeda
far calmer ride on Armada's
biddable full-brother, Nereo,
scoring 45 to head compatriot
Caroline Powell on a faultless
Lenamore by just 0.2pen.

New Zealand dominance, was,
however, short-lived, as minutes
later Oliver Townend produced
whatwas clearly going to be the
winning test. The outstanding
mover Carousel Quest responded
immaculately to the lightest of
touches, the crowd roared, and
Oliversailedintoa5.2lead.

Just 4.8 penalties covered the
next17 horses.

British team trainer Tracie
Robinson summedup: “It's
exciting to see somany people
putting inalot of work. There have
been goed quality tests and fair
judging.

“But quite afew haven't
cracked the changes. The
difficultyis where it comesinthe
test[in the counter-canter loops]
and riders are struggling because
they lose the quality of their
canter, They've gottogetbetterat
timing andlearn to maintain the
canter more strongly.”

Sally
O'Connor 3

Risingtothe
challengeofa
toughtest

Twasadifficult twodays —my

definitionof miseryisafit

horseinahighwind! —but|
was mostly impressed by how
riders handledit. Everything
comes up fast inthis shorter
test, new this year from
Christopher Bartle, but riders
arerising to the challenge.

Canterwork, whichcarries
12marks, dominates andis
difficult. The five-loop
serpentineis extremely tight.as
arethe8mcircles,andthe oneto
theright was ofteninaccurate,
withriders doing almost 9mor
10mcircles.

Matt Ryan rode brilliantly on
Bonza Puzzle (left). whois nota
huge mover, milking every mark
by being accurate, and Phillip
Duttondid agood job on Truluck,
whoisn't easy.

Polly Stockton’s Westwood
Poserisone towatch,and | have
to be partisanand mentionUS
rider Allison Springer’'s Arthur.
Heis capable of having amajor
meltdown, but they have formed
agreat partnership.

Oliver Townend was very good,
though| perhaps wouldn't have
puthimquite sofarinthelead
David Lee, the ground jury
president, really liked him, while
Sue Baxter and Roeli Bril were
more conservative.

However, judging was mainly
close, except for odd
movements like flyingchanges
—Andrew Nichelson goteight,
sixand four on Nereo.

My petpeeveis: the trend for
riding with hands highand wide.
Allthis doesis artificially raise
the horseinfrontandshortenit
—inother words, you're riding
the wrongend of the horse.
It'shappeninginAmericaand
it's sowrong. The horses that
gosmoothly arethe ones
ridden with the hands down by
the withers,

However, standards have
improved:; allthese young
riders who've come up through
under-25s now sit beautifully —
| particularly noticed Kitty
Boggis, whorode a lovely test
— andifyoussit beautifully. you
canridewell. )

Cross-country

Modern

result

MARK PHILLIPS' new-look track
came as ashort, sharp shock for
Burghley veterans. Reflecting
what Mark sees as the future —at
Olympiclevel, anyway — for
briefer, accuracy-intensive
courses, he'd shaved 55sec off his
track and, withit, the traditional
cruising loopupto Centaur's Leap
and down Winners' Avenue.

“I've beencoming here since
1986and canremember the big,
old-fashioned courses with huge
ditches that looked terrifying, but
weresuchfuntoride.”remarked

D.!JowlynmdSpecuM
theﬁuhconl:hmnn(mlm)

course,

old-fashioned

The new shorter cross-country track proves
influential, with only five clears inside the time
and plenty of drama. But Oliver Townend keeps
his lead with a superb round

Karen O'Connor. “Nowit seems
like adifferent sport, and I'm not
sure yetthatit's one that| like.”
The 1996 winner, Mary King,
suggested: “Itwasn'tlong ago
that cross-country wasan
enormousday. It's obviously less
ofan endurance test now, butit
does openthesportuptoa
broader spectrum of horses, and
we have to askwhetherthat'san
entirely good thing.”
Thefirsttworiders oncourse,
Annabel Wigley on Black Drum
and. especially, Vicky Brake —

{ttorhey give ane:

nmpl-ryp«fmmm
ontheﬁyhe\l!ﬂtulll% place
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Oliver Townendon !
CarouselQuest(GB) !

Sam Griffithson  +
Happy Times (AUS) ¢
’

3 Caroline Powell on »

< Lenamore (NZL) ,*

who had asuper roundon

Looks Like Fun (eventual 17th) —
made it look worryingly easy. But
Andrew Nicholson, whose clear
inside the time on the fleet-footed
Armada, up 51 placesto18that
this stage. was outstanding,
advised caution.

“Ican seewhat Mark has done
andit'sclever.” said Andrew. “You
don't want to take toomuch
notice of how easy Armada made
itlock. He is the most exceptional

horsel'veeversaton, he'smuch
fasteroverafencethanmostand,
galloping athome, he leaves the
restof my horses standing.”
Jeanette Brakewelland Chill
QOut Bobsounded the first
warning about fence six (see page
26),anditwasn't long before
officials had a real drama on their
hands when Harry Meade and an
exhausted Dunauger —who was
later found to have tied up — got
stuckinthe cornerat Capability’s

Picture of Sam

It's taken me 20 years to get here, and it feels

! great. | loved the atmosphere and everyone
= [ cheering whenyoucome inthrough the finish

Lt £ Kai Riider, clear for Germany on the stallionLeprince Des Bois
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Classic (fence 19). Harry was then
disqualified and therefore could
not run second ride Midnight
Dazzler (see news, page six).
Mary King. meanwhile, was
held with Apache Sauce for about
20minand entertained the crowd
withan “airhostess” demo of her
Point Two body protector.
“Apache Saucefeltasfreshasa
daisy — unsurprisingly!” said
Mary, whose fast time for 0.4pen
elevated her from 46thto 10th.

Burghley House

Shesaid that the horse's less
headstrong performancewas
due toanewbittingarrangement.

“I've added astrap whichruns
behind themouthand reduces
the gag action, whichwas too
much atBadminton”

Leprince Des Boiswas a
dramatic sightas he plunged
excitedly at the Trout Hatchery,
but his rider Kai Ruder was thrilled
with his Burghley debut, which
lefthimin 12th place with13.6
time-penalties.

“It'staken me 20 yearstoget
here— and it feels great,” said Kai.
"He needed some bigger fences
toslowhimupattheend, butit
wasapleasure tocompete here. |
loved the atmosphere and
everyone cheering when you
comeinthroughthefinish.”

Clayton Fredericks became the
second rider toget the 10min
34secoptimum time. This
propelled him from 24th tofifth
andwas anotable feat of
committed riding, for Poilu
sometimes looked greenat
this level.

Vm Brake and Looks Like Fun, 17th, clear

Thenthe drama camethickand
fast. Simon Lawrance (Watch It)
felloff backwards in the Trout
Hatchery: J-P Sheffield parted
company from Crown Farm
Consort at the Leaf Pit(fence
four)and poor Kitty Boggis, who
was going superbly, was unseated
by atwisting jump at the second
of the two narrow brushes in the
mainarena(23,24).

Karen O'Connor, whohashada
sad time with the loss of her father
10 days previously, ran out of luck

Youdon'twant
totaketoomuch
notice of how easy
Armadamadeit
look.Heisthe most
exceptional horse
|'veeversaton

Andrew Nicholsonputsinthe
firstclearinsidethetime

with the still-maturing Mandiba
—whohad already runout at six
andstruggled overthe goosein
the Trout Hatchery (10) — when
heunshipped her witha
corkscrewing jump over the
second Dairy Farmcorner (16b).

Sam Griffithsand Phillip Dutton
then showed how it shouldbe
done, Sam surviving a near
unseating atthe Dairy Farm
to become the third rider to get
the time, despite his watch
stopping at 3min, and he headed
the leader board until nearly the
endoftheday.

“Atfirst | thought lwas all right
fortimeandthen | realised I'd got
to getmyhead down,” explained
Sam. “Itwasjustas thrilling as
Badminton, but a lot tougherto
ride because of the undulations.”

Phillip had alovely round
but, unusually, clocked 5.2

time-penalties.

"If I had my time again, I'd set
outmore slowly,” he said. “Truluck
started tofeel tired by the Dairy
Mound, but his last proper run
was two years agoand Burghleyis
the toughest course inthe world.”

ZaraPhillips, whohad a
Burghley toforgetin2008,
survived a hairy momentwhen
Glenbuck, eventual 22nd, landed
flat-footed over the brush-rails
intothe Trout Hatchery (8). Butin
awell-riddenround, they went
clear for 18 time-penalties and
shewas rightly pleased at this

horse's vastimprovement since
recovering from the lunginfection
that has blighted previous four-
starruns.

“Itold Dad that his course was
fun,” she said smiling. "If you
made amistake, youdidn'tget
away withit, and that's howit
shouldbe.”

Allison Springer's attractive
chestnut Arthur, seventh after
dressage, was eliminated after
spookingat The Cascade (21),
and Francis Whittington suffered
major disappointment when
Sir Percivallll, having flown 2]

through the preceding skinny
brushand corner, spied the
pouring water and jammed on the
brakes.

Amazingly, he was still 11sec
inside the time, the fastest of the
day, butit costhimaneventual
fourth place.

Germany’s Dirk Schrade also
came unstuck here when his
mare Be My Guestlaunched into
thetroughin front of the fence.

Andrew Nicholson said that the
double of corners situated onthe
bumps at the Dairy Farm (16)
were the biggest obstacleshe's
seenonthissite, butthe
undulations and akindly sited
carved goose seemedtohelp
keephorsesonlineand there
were only seven faults here.

Sadly, the promising Nereowas
one of them, the nine-year-old
having already got away witha

Clayton Fredericks and
Poilu fly over the new
Jubilee Leap ditch and
hedge on the way to fifth
place for Australia . _

couple of scrappy jumps. He was
allwrong at the second corner,
scrabbled for a foothold among
the flowers and slipped
dramatically sideways, landing in
aheapandthus departing the
competition.

Caroline Powell maintained

third with a polished performance,

clocking 5.2 penalties.
“Lenamoreis 16 nowand,
though he's getting slower. he's

alsomorereliable,” she said. “The
shorter course was abonus for
him because he's so nimble, butit
affected longer-striding horses.”
Pressure showed on Oliver
Townend's face as he set out, yet
italso conveyed areassurance
that no mistake would be made,
as he rode every fence with
furious concentration, Carousel
Quest happily meeting all
obstacles onalight contact

af Emily Anker

Itold Dad that his course was fun. If you made a mistake,
youdidn't get away with it, and that's how it should be

"\ ZaraPhillips, having her happiesttime at four-star since Badminton last year,

TWENTY-EIGHT combinations.

country starters — failed to get the

— more than a third of the 77 cross-

The most influential fence: Discovery Valley

Along. Sodid Matt Ryanwith
Bonza Puzzle, ninth after
dressage, and Piggy French

horseabetter view of the brush—
worked. But there were
uncomfortable lurches as well as

andwithears pricked,

“He'saclasshorse,” said Oliver,

whose 3.2 time-penalties meant
he'ddone enough to overhaul
Sam Griffiths by aclear 5.3pen.
“He sometimestriesalmost too
hardintheway he jumps sobig,
buthe’s 14 nowand I'm not going
tobe able to change that.”

Amid so much excitement, it
would be easy tooverlook the
many quietly excellent

OLIVERTOWNEND'S

Badminton-Burghley
double follows anelite tradition.
Anneli Drummeond-Hay was the

in1961-62 on Merely-A-Monarch

in1973-4 on Maid Marion and
Columbus. Lucinda Green (on
Georgein1977) and Ginny Elliot
(on Priceless in 1985 and Master
Craftsman in1989) followed
Badminton wins with European
titles at Burghley in the autumn.
Pippa Funnell captured
Badminton on Supreme Rock an

part of her Rolex Grand Slamin
2003 and. recently, Lucinda

did the double in 2006-07.

first to do the back-to-back double

and Mark Phillips was the second

Burghley on Primmore’s Pride as

Fredericks and Headley Britannia

BURGHLEY BANTER

completion since 2006 on Nick
Carney's handsome 14-year-old,
Another Cavalier, 23rd.

“lcould perhaps have taken
morerisks buthe'salovely horse
and |wanted to give him the best
possible ride. And, after turning a
bit shortinthe water, | realised
that he'd lost ashoe.

“Hewas bought tohunt— he
did three days aweek with the
Meynell — but he's had time off
and the owner has been nothing
but patient.”

Matthew was rushing off to see
d  girlfriend Nini French, whowas in
intensive care in a Nottingham
hospital after a horrific accident
the week beforeinwhicha horse
slipped over on top of her. She has
suffered internalinjuriesand a

celebrating his first four-star

performances, such as that of
Polly Stockton, whorose from

DISCOVERY VALLEY

THE NUMBER
OF HORSES IN
E TOP 10 AFTER

DRESSAGE WH
FAULTED HERE

7 horseswent no
further round the course

was masterful on Seacookie,
seventh, AnnaWarnecke, up 32
places toeighth on Twinkle Bee,
and Paul Tapner, up 14 places to
ninthon Inonothing.

Rosie Thomas was inside the
time for the second year running,

Skelton made ameteoricrise
from 63rd to 20thon Bit Of A
Barney, and Aaron Miller went
from72nd to 29th on Stormstay.
So, evenwith perfect weather

offered asignificant chance of
dispiriting of dressage marks —a

meoderntrack, perhaps, butan
old-fashioned resulit.

Eventing Land Rover Burghley
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Mark Phillips

Comiment

Canawinning
streakturntoa

goldmedal?

M getting old oris four-star

course-designing getting more

stressful?| certainly felt the
pressure before Burghley, especially
withallthe controversy about the
shorter distance.

Butintheendwe hadagreat
winner and agreatevent. Oliver
Townend joins Lucinda Green, Ginny
Elliotand Pippa Funnell asthe only
riders to have won Badmintonand
Burghleyinthe sameyearand,atthe
moment, he candonowrong.

Hemust be praying his streak
continues through to the European
Championships in Fontainebleau,
France, intwoweeks'time, and for
Kentucky next April for the Rolex
Grand Slam.

GoingintoPauinOctober hehas
analmostunassailable lead over
William Fox-Pittinthe HSBCFEI
Classics series, worth $150000
(£91,537). So afterwinning the
Express Eventing £100,000 prize-pot
at Cardifflast winter, Mitsubishi's
£60,000at Badmintonand now the
£55000here, he mustbe
experiencing fewer problemsinthe
creditcrunchthanmost.

Iwasthrilled for runner-up Polly
Stockton. Shedid agreat joball
weekend on the young four-star
first-timer Westwood Poser and
it's super that she now hasaworld-
classride again. She knows what itis
liketolose at Burghley inthe show
jumping.somoving upto second with
herclearround must have been
especially sweet.

Ihave to mention Rosie Thomas
andBarry's Best. Tobe S0thafter the
dressageandfinishup ninthis special
inthe modern sport, particularly
whenthefootingisontopofthe
ground. Watching her cross the
countryis arealpleasure,

‘ |haveto
mention
RosieThomas —

watching hercross

thecountryisa ”

No dumbing down here
THE fast ground made the time on
cross-country day more accessible
than| thought, with five beating the
clock. Whatthrilled me thoughwas
howgoodthe horseslookedon
Sunday,and the vets reportedavery
quieteveningon Saturday.

Iknow | am biased and make the
oldand bold turnintheir graves. but |
don'tthinkwemissed the extra
minute of galloping.

Before the off, riders thought the
track was avery real four-star test
and soit proved, withunder 50%
jumping clear. With the advantage of
hindsight, the margin for errorat the
Discovery Valley (see box, page 26)
was probably too small soearlyin
the course, with adisproportionate
number of people collecting
20penthere.

Weare all still learning about the
short format, but Ibelieve weare
closinginonaformula that will
achieve many of its original aims
— keeping horses sounder for longer
whileallowing the sport'sstarsto
competemore frequently.

International

MANY of the eight Americans
showed their frailty at this level, and,
astheir trainer, | amgrateful to Mandy
Hervieu at Blenheim for
accommodating Allison Springer
and Arthur — eliminated for three
refusals at Burghley —togive thema
chance of arunbefore going back.
acrossthe pond. One of the special
things about our sport is the way
different nationalities helpeach
other outwhenever we can; long may
thatlast.

Inthat vein,| should apologise to
the team at Blair Castlewhen|
saidthe sporthadaweek off at the
endof August (comment, 27 August).
What | really meant was that Ihada
weekend off!

Thisweek, the eventing circus
movestoBlenheim. Afterlast year,
whentheevent wasabandoned on
Saturday night due to the weather. it
will be fascinating to see how Eric
Winter's cross-country course —
running clockwise for the firsttime at
thisevent —rides.

Show jumping

From ‘feelingless’
to joyful winner

Polly Stockton is the big winner of this phase —
and Caroline Powell the big loser — while Oliver
Townend has no need for his two fencesinhand

RIDERS may havegained anidea
ofwhattoexpect at nextyear's
World Games with the importing
of Kentucky's renowned British-
bornshow jumping designer.
Richard Jeffery's looping track
innoway punished horses, butit
wasn'tthat easy either. There
were 11 clears fromthe 49
finishers — three withdrew before
the horse inspection, including
AnnaWarnecke (eighth overnight)
— and two of those, for Phillip
Dutton and Ginnie Turnbull, were
withsignificant time-penalties.
Thelast fence marred lovely
rounds for Kai Ruder and Rosie

First-timers Kai Rilder and Leprince
Des Bols finish 10th for Germany

" FINAL "\
PLACINGS *\
Oliver Townend on

Carousel Quest (GB)
Polly Stockton on
Westwood Poser (GB) .
Sam Griffithson
5\ HappyTlmes(AUS‘l ’

Thomas, and William Fox-Pittwas.
unlucky when the railat seven
dropped belatedly.

One fence covered second to
sixth places, and Polly Stockton's
beautiful clear propelled her
thrillingly up the order when
Clayton Fredericks faulted and
Caroline Powell was penalised
when Lenamore dived over fence
five and then hit the final part of
thetreble.

Sam Griffiths had anunhappy
approach tothetreble, leaving
Happy Times too bigastretchto
the third element, thus handing
the waiting Oliver ahandy
two-fence lead.

The advantage proved
unnecessary, however, asaclear
round followed inthe same
assured stylethat had been
Oliver's hallmark all weekend.

“|was nervous inthemorning.
but| have a way of becoming
‘feelingless’ by thetime | getinto
the arena, whichis odd but quite
useful,” was his candid analysis.

“|didn't really feelanything at
all.| knew I was riding a horse that,
if Iplaced him right, would get over
the fences and not boot four out.”

Seconds later, that numbness
clearly evaporated, as the new
Burghley championembarked

onhis joyous, roistering lap

of honour. H&H P

real pleasure
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exacting line to the c element of (What A Performance). the exemplary executions by
fence six, the Discovery Valley, an Thedirect route through the Francis Whittington, Zara Phillips
unusual statistic for modern-day complex comprised a chest, and Anna Warnecke.
eventing and shades of1973, when downhill slope toa ditch, one Oliver Townend spent most of
Frank Weldon's coffinat fence stride to the acutely angled the day asleep, but “every time|
three decimated half the “bonnet"” of a Land Rover woke up, someone stopped at
Badminton field. Discovery-shaped brush and two fence six. Thanks to my friends,
William Fox-Pitt retired strides toa second chest. especially J-P [Sheffield],
Macchiato when he hit it sideways Buck Davidson (Ballynoe Castle  tookawiderroute. | hadn't
on, and Daisy Dickcalleditaday  Emily Anker and Baimoral Cavalier RM) thatamore  walkedit, andit didn't feel pretty,
after shooting past on Spring clear the brush cur ppt — allowing the butitworked.”
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13thto sixth, William Fox-Pitt. who

androse from 50thto 11th; Louise

and footing, this was acourse that

improvement after even the most

atonic.

Other riders have won both smashed pelvis, butit'stobe

events, but these are the only huped lhatwatchmg Burghleyon

seven to ds itively. will b
MATTHEWWRIGHT wasa GINNIETURNBULL, 39,
happy manafter collected the Land Rover

Perpetual Challenge Trophy as the

Best British
first-timers:

[
Turnbull on

best British first-timer, having
risen 36 places to eventual 32nd
onher own Instant Reaction.

“I broke and produced him
myself, soit's very satisfying."she
said."You show jump here in the
Pony Club and then you're
cantering down the centre line.|
did have a bit of achuckle at that."

ANGUS SMALES, 22, Oliver
Townend's former stable

jockey, collected the best under-

25 prize for finishing 33rd on
Cornsay Grouse. a horse
discovered and rebroken by lan

& Stark, wholooked back tofitness

after his brain-bleed scare.

Angus has beenriding the
horse, a half-bred by the coloured
stallion Mr Todd, since he was 15.

“I'mreally chuffed.He wasa
quirky horse that few people could
stay onlong enoughtoseeif he
was any good. He's the easiest to
handle until you try to clip him or
ride him — he waslikeaman
possessed in the start box. But
he's the terrier of the horseworld
and he really wanted this one”

www.horseandhound.co.uk
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Eventing Land Rover Burghley
-
L]
Overall: final scoreboard HSBC
CLASSICS
THE LAND ROVER BURGHLEY HORSE TRIALS — 3-6 SEPTEMBER 2009 Townend pl.l“S
P o further ahead in
W™ g o Crtha HSBC FEI Classics™
298 = OLIVER TOWNEND'S Burghley
; :a< - ;’, winmeans hemoves further A
3 e = 7 ahead onthe leader board for this
a 453 52 7 big prize series which links five
5 517 four-starevents.
6 515 68 Qliver confirmed at Burghley
7 75 68 a that he will have a horse for Pau,
8 452 52 3 thefinal event, but his nearest
a 59.7 a rival William Fox-Pitt plans to take
10 467 136 4 the brilliant veteran Tamarillo
u Ballynoe Castle RM (Buck 518 136 there, so Oliver won't haveit all
12 ApacheSauee (1 583 o4 E his own way.
13 S5 Jett (KarinCor 483 184
5 (after d ot events)
15 Kilfinnie 1} (Pl Tapr 512 92 12
:: BHOIABamey (Louse i 23 =n a 1 Oliver Townend (GB) 3
& e 2 = 2 WiliamFox-Pitt(GB) 21
19 608 128 3 Sam Griffiths (AUS) 20
20 498 20 4 4 Lucinda Fredericks (AUS) 15
2 675 8 5 Michael Jung (GER) 15
22 498 18 8 3 6 Be 127
23 575 236 2
B et . (e
26 i 542 20 186 3 9 PollyStockton(GB) 12
z 663 92 2iEas 10Lucy Wiegersma (GB) n
28 49 2 10 12
29 69.8 192 3
30 57 20 172 4
E 60 20 a4 4
2 673 268 5
3 707 248 1
34 772 244 1
35 615 20 136 8
36 Tiger's Eyell (Alexander Peternell RSA) 60.3 20 20 4
37 LaryAcresSkipOn (SaranStretion GB) 582 0 2 4
38 ChillOutBob(jeanette: 552 20 X Brios
39 Ariel Spirit(Rebecca Gibos, 588 20 8 3
40 Political Trump (Mot 577 8 4
a 53 4 1
a2 577 20 12 T Simon Lawrance makes a valiant — but
a3 T 632 2 6 unsuccessful — attempt to stay dry
a4 Critical Decision (Missy Ransenbousen, USA) 56.7 20 12
45 McRy(NicolaMalcol 815 20 e
46 2 BB
47 65 40 8
48 568 616 25 2
49 GrosBonnet(Sidney Dutresne, FRA 08 €92 4. 7T
Eliminated Zinzan i |.GB): Birthday Night(Georgie GB).
ry — Some Day yFrench.GB) 60 5;Lead TheWay (Clea Phillipps. GB) 58: Midnight Dazzler (Harry Meade,
GB)513
try lliam Fox-Pitt. GB) 55.7: Cour 2 Holder, USA) 53, s Bedief Ba
GB)63.5:King Bab (Michael Owen, GB) 677 Spring Along (Daisy Dick. GB) 54; Megastar (Polly Jackscn, GB) 59.8: Comanche (James Robinson, GB)
J. ra Puzzie (Matt Ryan, AUS) 48 2; Vortex (Tim Price, NZL) 55.2: Ava  Susanna Bordone, ITA) 54; IncanWinter (Richard Jones.GB) 60.3 WhatA
Perormaree Piay renc GB)507, ‘ iz EmilyGilruth and Ashdale Cuise Master
Eliminated on cross-country — Watchit (SimonLawrance, GB)65.7. CrownF. 1(J-P Sheffield, GB] GB)48 3 the arena
0Connor, USA) 498; on (Laura Shears. GB) 83 8; MadisonPark (KyleCarter, CAN) 58.3; Be My Guest (Dirk Schrade. GER) 2
NZL)45; Dunauger(] , GB) 55.3; Sportsfield Sandyman (Paul Donovan, IRL) 71: High Times (Lucy Holliday, |
"BlEl 8; Harry (Bruno Bouvier, FRA) 75 7: Arthur (Allison Springer, USA) 47.3. F
StGeorga(Sara Burdess, GB) 59.2.0.176: Stormstay (Aaron Millar, GB) 70.5.0.13.6; Twinkle Bee (Anna E
Viarnecke, GER)575005 3
Far jury of David Lee Z
(president), Sue Baxter and Roeli H
Bril. Left: Keith Taylor, chairman of Ed
‘the British Equestrian Federation, g
presents a mecdal of honour to Sam L
Barr of the Welton Stud (with his 2
wifel Fhis 5
to 3
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